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The world of medicine has changed dramatically since I began practicing more than 30 years ago. Early in my career
as an internal medicine physician, I would fill the pockets of my white coat with books such as the Washington Manual
of Medical Therapeutics and my Peripheral Brain. These were my points of reference when I needed access to medical
information. I relied upon these books to make a careful diagnosis and carried them with me throughout the day.
Today’s physician is still referencing the Washington Manual, but he or she is likely doing so through a smartphone,

The Digital Age
of Medicine

iPad or electronic reader. The devices we carry with us are reflections of the digital world we live in. Medicine is quickly
adapting to this digital age, and today’s doctors have widespread access to information at their fingertips.
In 2012, the School of Medicine and our physician practice, University Specialty Clinics, embarked on one of the
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most significant technological enhancements in our school’s history. Led by our chief information officer, Dr. Lindsie Cone
and his team of information technology specialists, we began an eight-month process of implementing electronic medical
records (EMR) throughout our clinical practice.
The days of writing or dictating and transcribing physician’s notes have been replaced by computerized records
that display everything from a patient’s lab reports to medications and allergies. EMR provides our faculty the flexibility
to review patient charts from home or while traveling. The expectation is that adoption of EMR will improve health
outcomes and patient safety as well as create opportunities to advance the delivery of health care through research.
As our faculty familiarize themselves with EMR software, they are sharing their wealth of knowledge with students
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and residents who are eager to adopt the new technology. In addition, USC faculty are helping future physicians make
sense of the abundance of medical information available and apply it to their medical training.
In this issue of South Carolina Medicine, we open the curtain on the School of Medicine’s EMR implementation.
As the digital age of medicine evolves, trust that the School of Medicine will continue to embrace those technologies
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The Inspirational Career of Jim Augustine

anatomy
of a scholar
For neuroanatomy professor Jim Augustine, Ph.D., just about
anything can be traced back to the brain — including his own career.

“Jim was very conscientious, hardworking,” says Paul A. Young,
Ph.D., one of the two NIH recruiters who visited Millikin almost half
In spring 1966, when Augustine was a sophomore at Millikin University a century ago, now professor and chairman emeritus of SLU's Center
for Anatomical Science and Education who still teaches at SLU. “He
in Decatur, Ill., a pair of professors from Saint Louis University (SLU)
was a go-getter, never satisfied with a simple answer. He always wanted
medical school showed up on the small Midwestern campus as part
to go a little deeper and get to the bottom of everything.”
of a neuroanatomist recruitment program sponsored by the National
That keen intellectual curiosity served
Institutes of Health. The professor gave a
Augustine well as he pursued a doctortalk and hosted one-on-one meetings with
“Whenever we’re discussing
ate in human anatomy at the University of
students who might be interested in careers
Alabama at Birmingham medical school,
our
profession,
he
talks
about
in the field of human anatomy, especially
where he was fortunate to work closely
neuroanatomy, but they also brought along
the students. They’re the most
with a second mentor, the legendary neua few props, including an actual human
important part of his professional
roanatomist Elizabeth Crosby. Towards
brain, which immediately impressed
the end of her career, but still early in
Augustine.
life — working with them, watching
his own, Augustine co-authored a pair of
“You know, I’m from a small town in
them
mature,
watching
them
learn.
papers with Crosby, and years later would
Illinois, and these distinguished professors
be named the 2012 Elizabeth Crosby
came from one of the big medical schools in
That’s what keeps him going.”
Visiting Professor in the Department
St. Louis, and they’ve got their white coats
of Neurosurgery at the University of
Paul A. Young, Ph.D.
and they’ve got this brain,” says Augustine,
Michigan.
now in his 37th year at the University of
“I was always around really good teachSouth Carolina School of Medicine. “I was
ers
at
SLU
and
UAB,”
says
Augustine
with a shrug that suggests the
just really bowled over by both of them.”
progression
from
student
to
mentor
was
all but inevitable. “I just felt
Augustine still needed to finish his undergraduate degree in biolcomfortable in that environment. I wanted to do what they were doing.”
ogy, of course, but when the visiting professors returned during his
Because the medical school at Alabama was growing rapidly in the
senior year — “again with the white coats, again with the brain” — he
early
1970s, Augustine quickly got exactly what he wanted, being asked
approached them about entering the master’s program in human anatto
teach
not just neuroanatomy but gross anatomy, and not just to medomy at Saint Louis University medical school. It wasn’t long before the
ical students but to dental students and optometry students. In fact,
men in white coats were as bowled over by Jim Augustine as Augustine
his extensive classroom experience proved to be a big reason he was
had been by them.
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Jim Augustine taught his first class at the USC School
of Medicine in 1978,far left, and continues teaching
today with students including, from left, Alex Wagner,
Huu Tran, Adam Brunson and Eric Schmieler.

recruited by USC in 1976 to become a course director at the new
medical school — at the ripe old age of 30. “I’d had a great variety
of teaching opportunities in the all the disciplines of anatomy —
embryology, gross anatomy, histology, and neuroanatomy with medical,
dental and optometry students,” he says. “It just seemed like a lot
of wonderful opportunities presented themselves and I followed that
path. I was about as well prepared to do what I started to do when I
came here as I could possibly have been.”
In the years since his arrival at USC, Augustine has sat on more
than 72 committees, served as president of the Faculty Senate and most
recently provided assistance with faculty concerns or conflicts as the
university’s ombudsman, a position he has held since its establishment
in 2006. However, according to colleagues, it’s the teaching and writing
that truly drive him.
“Whenever we’re discussing our profession, he talks about the
students,” says Young, who has remained close to his own former student over the years. “They’re the most important part of his professional life — working with them, watching them mature, watching
them learn. That’s what keeps him going.”
With almost four decades at USC now in the grade book,
Augustine has taught nearly every one of the approximately 2,500
students to pass through the medical school since its founding. And
the fact that he’s racked up his share of teaching awards along the
way is no surprise to those who know him best.
“He’s had such a positive impact on our students and on our
faculty with respect to work ethic, professional responsibility and a
commitment to excellence,” says School of Medicine Dean Richard
Hoppmann, M.D. “Whenever I run into one of our graduates they
almost always ask about Dr. Augustine.”

Professor emeritus of clinical pediatrics Warren Derrick Jr., M.D.,
is another big fan, having taught alongside Augustine at Alabama and
later followed him to Carolina.
“Jim was already an outstanding faculty member in Birmingham,
and he’s been an outstanding faculty member here,” Derrick says. “He
is extremely analytical and really knows his stuff. He’s one of the best
teachers the medical school has had.”
Like any good scholar, Augustine can likewise point to a long list
of publications, chief among them his single-author textbook “Human
Neuroanatomy,” which came out in 2008 and which Augustine considers the crowning accomplishment of his career not just as a scholar but
as an educator.
“The book arose from my interactions with students, and the
way they made me think about what I know,” says Augustine, who
is currently readying an updated edition. “Constantly being asked
questions and being forced to question my own understanding of
the nervous system made it a better book. And writing the book
made me a better teacher.”
All of which has benefitted the students, among them Columbia
neurosurgeon Sharon Webb, M.D., ’02, who sought Augustine out on
her very first day on campus. As the first School of Medicine student in
nearly fifteen years to pursue a career in neurosurgery, Webb worked
closely with Augustine — just as Augustine had once worked closely
with Young and Crosby. Fifteen years later, Webb counts Augustine
not only as a colleague but a friend.
“He’s had a really big impact on me,” Webb says. “I know in my
heart that I wouldn’t be where I am if I hadn’t had his help and his
encouragement, his inspiration along the way.” n

5

Lindsie Cone, M.D.

Brandi Newsome, M.D.

Tracy Voss, M.D.

gone with the pen
Electronic medical records offer the promise of more efficiency
and improved health outcomes. But more physicians and hospitals
must cross the digital divide by 2015.

Along with death and taxes, another certainty in life has emerged,
at least for those in the medical profession: the implementation of
electronic medical records.
EMR has the potential for improving health outcomes and curbing
health care costs. But before that promised land can be reached, the
number of physicians and hospitals using EMRs will have to increase.
The federal government has upped the ante by mandating nationwide EMR adoption by 2015, a deadline that has many health care
providers — and medical schools — scurrying to become compliant.
“The medical field has historically lagged behind in information
resources, and medical schools, including ours, have lagged somewhat
in implementing electronic medical records,” said Lindsie Cone, M.D.,
chief information officer for the School of Medicine. “We’re on board
and moving forward. Implementing an EMR has been a bit of a bumpy
ride, but that’s been the case for the entire medical profession.”
Federal guidelines for adopting EMRs call for physicians and
hospitals to demonstrate “meaningful use” of digital records systems
in order to qualify for funding that partly covers the cost of EMR
adoption. After the deadline, the carrot becomes a stick.
“Practices and hospitals that don’t demonstrate meaningful use
will see their federal reimbursement decline for Medicare and Medicaid
patients,” Cone said.
The Department of Internal Medicine was the first to make the
move to the EMR, and clinical faculty members have learned firsthand
the upside and downside of digital recordkeeping.
“An EMR eliminates the delay of dictating, transcribing and
sending files to referring physicians, and I like that labs and radiology reports come directly back to the EMR — you don’t have to page
through pieces of paper because it’s all there,” said Tracy Voss, M.D.,
an assistant professor of clinical internal medicine.
6

“At the same time, EMRs can decrease the productivity of physicians because you become your own secretary and transcriptionist. I
pity people who can’t type. And, logistically, you’re not looking at the
patient anymore. You’re looking at the computer screen as you complete
the record, so it’s not as easy to be empathetic. It’s a small thing, but it
changes the doctor-patient interaction.”
Voss also noted the EMR’s potential for reducing medication errors
by eliminating hand-written prescriptions and improving patient safety
by highlighting potentially dangerous drug interactions.
Brandi Newsome, M.D., assistant professor of clinical internal
medicine, thinks the benefits of EMR adoption outweigh the drawbacks.
“I like that you can pull up the EMR from home if you want. I don’t
have to stay here late at night working on charts,” Newsome said. “As a
department, we’ve saved a lot on dictation and transcription. And most
of our patients are happy that we have it.”
Exposing medical students and residents to EMR has been a fairly
natural process, Cone said, because so many of them are digital natives
— steeped in electronic gadgetry and software from an early age.
“Subsequent classes will be exposed to EMR as an even more
natural thing,” he said. “They will have grown up with technology,
and it won’t be a learning curve issue. Besides, students don’t have
much challenge [in adapting to EMR] because they’re not engrained
in doing things the old way.”
For Newsome, there’s no looking back: “I would not go back to
the old way of paper notes. I’m not sure that everyone would say that,
but the busiest people would agree with that. It’s just too efficient to
use the EMR even if the software systems we have now are not as
well developed as they could be. We’ve got to change with the times.
Embracing it rather than fighting it is easier to do.” n
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Labor of love
School of Medicine M-II student
Anna Handley has set her sights
on making childbirth safer for
developing countries.

labor of love
The year was 2010. In a remote village in Ethiopia, a laboring
mother lies on her home’s dirt floor. The nearest hospital is dozens
of miles away, but a traditional birth attendant sits near her.
The woman’s sister and neighbors surround her. Outside the home, the
woman’s husband prepares for the baby’s arrival by making stew and
home-brewed beer. Observing the occasion is Anna Handley, a future
medical student at the University of South Carolina School of Medicine.
As it is in most cultures, a baby’s pending arrival is cause for celebration in Ethiopia. But deliveries in that African country are often marred
by deadly complications. Thousands of Ethiopian women and many
more newborns die every year due to inadequate care during labor
and delivery.
Handley, now a second-year medical student at the School of
Medicine, cites her Ethiopian experience as a classic example in
global health where the answers for improved medical care are
known, but health services are not reaching people in need.
“In our country, it’s really safe to have a baby in the hospital
and complications can be managed very well,” Handley said. “In other
countries, it’s not so simple. Women often give birth in their homes,
where even a small and manageable complication can become deadly
for the mother and her newborn.”
In November, Handley was named a global health fellow by the
American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA). She is one of four
students nationally — and the first USC School of Medicine student —
to receive the AMWA’s prestigious Anne C. Carter Global Health
Fellowship.
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As a two-year fellow, Handley will work to establish a global health
project in Columbia, S.C., that connects USC students to the burgeoning health needs of Columbia’s underserved international population.
Her second year will include a medical-service learning trip to Engeye
Clinic in Uganda.
“This fellowship will allow me to expand my interest in global and
women’s health,” Handley said. “I look forward to working with other
female medical students who have similar interests to mine and building
a network of colleagues who I can keep in touch with throughout my
career in terms of mentorship and collaboration.”
Handley, who received her undergraduate degree in anthropology
from USC, first developed an interest in global public health during a
six-month study abroad experience at the University of Cape Town in
South Africa. The time overseas introduced her to many health challenges that people face, including access to quality health care. As
a master’s student at Emory University, she returned to Africa as a
research associate on a women’s health project examining maternal
and newborn health.
While still a year away, Handley can’t help but look forward to a
return trip to Africa. She is eager to apply her newly acquired clinical
skills in helping the women of Uganda.
“I have friends who have children, and it’s such a joyful experience
for them; they are so happy,” Handley said. “My wish is that everyone could feel that way no matter where in the world they deliver
their child.” n
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seeing the
light of day …
as a shadow

M-I and M-II students take a break from their books
and rub elbows with physicians and patients in the
School of Medicine’s preceptorship program.

An unending tunnel: that’s what the first two years of medical school
might seem like at times. The intensive classroom experience — albeit
with exhilarating highs and perhaps humbling lows — is not at all the
life most students seek when they decide they want to be a doctor.
Where are the patients, after all?
Six years ago, the USC School of Medicine began to get first- and
second-year students into the clinics, meeting with patients earlier in
their education as budding physicians. By incorporating a preceptorship, or shadowing, program in the Introduction to Clinical Medicine
course, every M-I and M-II student now meets with a practicing physician, follows her through rounds, talks about what questions she asked
at the bedside and why, and gets an idea of what a real-life career
trajectory in medicine is like.
“I know I would have gotten a lot out of it,” said Jennifer Hucks,
M.D., ’04. “During the first two years, I remember thinking, ‘This isn’t
why I came to medical school.’ It’s hard to sit in class all day and then
study all night.”
Hucks is doing her part to help. Every semester, she serves as a
preceptor to students, taking each on a half-day of rounds in USC’s
Division of Pulmonary, Critical Care and Sleep Medicine clinic, where
she works as a pulmonologist for the School of Medicine and Palmetto
Health Richland.
“Getting your feet wet in a clinical scenario is great, especially early
on,” said first-year medical student Thomas Barrineau, who shadowed
Hucks and geriatrician Craig Maylath, M.D. “And meeting a physician
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and talking to them about their lives and how they got there — it’s a
really good experience.”
Beyond the clinical experience, the shadowing program also helps
medical students with one of the most important decisions of their
career: selecting a specialty.
“It’s a really nice introduction because most students don’t choose a
specialty until the end of their third year,” Hucks said. “The more exposure that you have, the easier it is to make the decision about what kind
of residency you might be interested in.”
That’s very much the point. “We ask students for specialty preferences when we match them with preceptors, but we want this to be
more than just a shadowing experience for them,” said J. T. Thornhill,
M.D., associate dean for medical education and academic affairs, who
helps administer the program. “So we encourage them to try specialties
or areas that they don’t know a whole lot about.”
“Although it may not seem like it, there’s much more to medical
school than hitting the books,” Hucks said. “Hopefully, the shadowing
program reminds students that all of their hard work in the classroom is
just a stepping stone to becoming excellent clinicians.”
The medical school is always looking for ways to expand student
options in the preceptorship program, especially with 200 first- and
second-year students participating every semester. Physicians and
alumni who want to volunteer as preceptors are encouraged to
contact J. T. Thornhill at Joshua.Thornhill@uscmed.sc.edu. n
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more than

One of the School
of Medicine’s
newest surgeons
is bringing hope
and restoration
to those who need
it most.

skin deep
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It’s a chilly, rainy afternoon in April, but it’s going to take more than cold drizzle to stop
Earl Baker from getting up at 0-dark-thirty the next morning to go turkey hunting.
That Baker is able to focus once again on his beloved pastime might seem an ordinary thing.
But it required extraordinary skill on the part of Ben McIntyre, M.D., one of the Department
of Surgery’s newest physicians, to restore a measure of normalcy to the 86-year-old man’s life.
Baker and his wife met with McIntyre after a previous surgery to remove a cancerous salivary
gland had severed a facial nerve. Half of his face — jaw, lips, cheek and eyelid — drooped uncontrollably as if he had had a stroke. In January of this year, McIntyre took Baker to surgery, using
small muscles from the lower limb and from around the voicebox to help rebuild his facial structure. The result was nothing short of dramatic.
“I don’t know how Dr. McIntyre could figure out how to fix my face without knowing what I
used to look like. But that’s what he did,” said Baker, a retired large animal veterinarian.
“It was aggravating and embarrassing for my face to look that way,” he added. “It’s still hard
to do some things; there’s no feeling on parts of my face. But I sure look a whole lot better.”
McIntyre, a 2003 graduate of the School of Medicine, has been making people not only look
better but also live more functional lives since completing plastic surgery residencies in Virginia
and New Zealand and launching his professional practice in the school’s Division of Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery.
For the Rev. Elford Roof, the issue went far beyond looks. A malignant cancer in his mouth
required the removal of a section of his lower jaw — the 81-year-old Lutheran pastor spread his
thumb and forefinger several inches apart across his jawline to show how much.
“They were going to send me to MUSC for treatment, but I begged them, insisted really,
that they find someone to do the surgery here in town,” Roof said.
McIntyre was consulted and agreed to assist in the operation. He removed a piece of Roof’s
fibula and fashioned it into a new section of jawbone to fill the missing gap. Roof’s ability to chew
solid food — and preach from the pulpit — was restored.
A recent CAT scan showed no sign of cancer. “Right now, I feel like I’ll live to be 100,”
Roof said.
McIntyre’s plastic surgery cases run the gamut, from purely aesthetic and cosmetic procedures to complex, multiple-stage surgeries aimed at undoing the ravages of disease or some
physical trauma. Recent patients include a person who nearly lost a foot in an all-terrain vehicle
accident and another whose facial nerve was destroyed by an infection at the base of the skull.
There isn’t any part of the body that McIntyre doesn’t operate on; facial fractures, hand surgeries, joint replacements and rebuilding of jaws and palates are all on his repertoire. “It used to
be that people with these medical problems had to go to MUSC, Duke or Emory for help. Now
they don’t,” he said.
During his training in New Zealand, he learned a sophisticated microsurgery technique for
breast reconstruction following mastectomy. The deep inferior-epigastric perforator (DIEP) flap
technique uses the patient’s own tissue, usually taken from the abdominal area, to reconstruct
the missing breast. The surgery has a 95-98 percent success rate and avoids many of the problems
associated with traditional breast implants, he said.
“This type of breast reconstruction surgery will last a lifetime,” McIntyre said. “No more
surgical intervention is required. In contrast, breast implants typically last about 10 years,
then develop capsular contracture, which requires additional surgery. And patients with breast
implants need MRIs every two years to monitor the stability of the implant.”
Only two years into his clinical practice at the School of Medicine’s Specialty Clinics,
McIntyre is eager to continue building the referrals that are coming from around the state.
Now back at his alma mater, he acknowledges the irony that plastic surgery was not his
initial choice in medical school.

“The only reason I wanted to become a
doctor was to be a cardiac surgeon. But when I
actually did that rotation as an intern, I hated
every second of it,” he said. “That was a scary
period of rediscovery. I had invested eight
years of education to get to that point, and
I wasn’t interested in the thing I thought all
along I wanted to do.”
The turning point came during a residency rotation at a Shriners hospital for
burned children. And it continues to shape
his philosophy of medicine.
“We had a very young girl who had
been injured in a bomb blast in Medellin,
Colombia. Her leg was destroyed around
the knee, and amputation seemed like the
next likely step,” he said. “But the surgeons
devised a procedure to cover her knee and
prevented the amputation. ‘What a rewarding
field to pursue,’ I thought, ‘making a difference in people’s lives.’” n

Top: Components generated by virtual surgery to rebuild lower
jaw structure
Bottom: Before and after images of Earl Baker, whose facial features
were distorted from previous cancer surgery that severed a facial nerve.
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before they
were doctors

“I just never felt that my
job at DHEC was all that
I could be doing. I felt I

really needed to be going
to medical school.”
Eric Rowson, M.D.

Lisa Bryant, M.D., ’86 was an expert
pharmacist who knew her business from
Abilify to Zantac. But dispensing pills
behind a counter allowed only minimal
face time with people she wanted to help.
“The main pull that brought me into
medicine was the desire for a deeper connection with patients,” said Bryant, a Columbia
psychiatrist and now-retired administrator at
the School of Medicine. “Medicine provided
a way to be more involved in solving their
health care problems.”
Most physicians
follow a more-orless straightforward
career path: earn a
bachelor’s degree,
then launch into
medical school. It’s
the fastest track to
becoming a doctor,
Lisa Bryant, M.D.
but not everyone is
on that trajectory. Some, like Bryant, embark
on different professional careers before the
notion of medical school ever crosses their
minds.
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Medicine was not the first career choice
for every physician.

That was the case for Yolanda Mines,
M.D., a 2011 graduate of the School of
Medicine and a computer specialist in the
U.S. Navy’s top-secret communications
systems. Mines, now a second-year OB/
GYN resident at Palmetto Health Richland,
realized during her stint in the Navy that
she “enjoyed learning more about the human
body than computer algorithms. Medicine
is what really appealed to me.”
Ditto for Stephen Ridley, M.D., a process engineer who was developing novel foam
coatings for Navy submarines.
“I thought of medical school as my chance
to enjoy and use science and put it to work
to help people,” said Ridley, a 2001 graduate
of the School of Medicine and an emergency
room physician at Palmetto Health Baptist.
He said he enrolled in the USC School of
Medicine after envisioning “a career of
nothing more than inventing a bunch of
cool foam.”
Though Bryant’s, Mines’ and Ridley’s
first careers delayed their entry into the field,
their prior experiences imparted useful skills
for practicing medicine.

Bryant’s pharmacy
training gave her the
foundation to effectively
prescribe medications
and made her sensitive
to handwriting on prescriptions “because I had
Yolanda Mines, M.D. been on the other end
when the writing was
often barely legible.”
The leadership and interpersonal skills
Mines acquired in the Navy have been especially helpful to her as a medical student and
in her residency.
For Ridley, “It was almost a little eerie
how things have worked out,” he said. He
wrote in his personal statement in medical
school that he thought he could bring new
technology to medicine because of his engineering background.
He did just that when he invented
AxoTrack, a new medical device that enables
doctors to more precisely insert needles into
deep veins. His achievement garnered numerous accolades, including being named S.C.
Emergency Physician of the Year.

Eric Rowson, M.D., ’05, knew all along
that he wanted to become a doctor. But the
Florence, S.C.-family practitioner had to
defer his dream for 12 years when his father
became ill and Rowson helped care for
his family. He worked instead at the S.C.
Department of Health and Environmental
Control, monitoring water quality.
But the dream never died, he said. “I just
never felt that my job at DHEC was all that
I could be doing. I felt I really needed to be
going to medical school.”
He credits the interpersonal and social
skills he developed while
working at DHEC with
helping him deal with
complicated or difficult
situations and people as
a doctor. “Family medicine really is about listening to people and
enjoying them. When
Stephen Ridley, M.D.
you do that, you can’t
help but love what you do,” he said.
Bryant, Ridley and Mines have found
similar fulfillment in medicine.

Following her dream to attend medical school was the “absolute right decision”
for Bryant. The best part of being a doctor,
she said, was more direct involvement with
patients and being able to continue use of her
knowledge as a pharmacist to help them.
Though Ridley envisioned bringing new
technology to medicine, he didn’t expect
things would work out so well. “I really enjoy
the challenge of the science of medicine, and
I still can’t put the engineering side of me
away,” he said. “I’m always looking for a new
or better way to solve a problem.”
Dealing with people is part of the appeal
of medicine for Mines. But she also loves the
mental challenge of being a doctor, the fact
that she’s always learning something new, and
that she collaborates with people from other
specialties.
Their advice for others considering a professional career change to pursue medicine?
“Medicine is a calling, and if you feel
it, then you should go for it,” Rowson said.
“Follow your heart. Anybody who is pursuing
medicine will know if it’s in their heart and
they’ll make the right decision.”

Bryant advises would-be physicians to get
a closer look at the profession by shadowing
a doctor, asking lots of questions, and talking
to practitioners about how the work fits into
their personal lives. “In two or three days you
can get a good sense of the level of the physician’s satisfaction and
how happy you might
be in the profession,”
she said.
“Make sure it’s
something you really
want to do,” Mines
advises. “Make sure
it’s something you’ll be
Eric Rowson, M.D.
able to afford if you’re
switching careers, and that it’s something
your family can adapt to.”
“For me [the decision to enter medical
school] was a gut check,” Ridley said, “something I felt deep down inside that I needed
to do. If someone asked my opinion about
going to medical school, I’d ask if they feel a
need to go. For me, it was more than just that
I wanted to go. I really felt as though I was
called to go.” n
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The School of Medicine and Healthy Carolina celebrated Jan.

Pledge of Commitment
Ceremony welcomes
the Class of 2015 into
the medical profession

17 the grand opening of the Nursing Mother’s Lounge on the

The School of Medicine recognized 87 second-year

ground floor of the school’s medical library.

medical students with the ceremonial donning of white

School of Medicine opens
Nursing Mother’s Lounge

Among those speaking at the ceremony were USC First
Lady Patricia Moore-Pastides, School of Medicine Dean
Richard Hoppmann, M.D., Ernie Bell, Ph.D., director

for the Arts.

of the S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control

The ceremony recognizes a medical student’s

Region 3 public health office, and second-year medical student

transition from studying basic science to clinical topics.

Nadya Toubou-Fackche.

Receiving the white coat symbolizes a student’s entry

The lounge provides a dedicated space for new mothers
to breastfeed or pump milk in a convenient and comfortable
David Satcher, M.D., Ph.D., with Kimi Swartz, AMA-MSS Region 4 vice chair and second-year medical student at
the University of Florida, and Andrew Vaughan, second-year medical student at the University of South Carolina
School of Medicine and chair of the school’s AMA-MSS chapter.

medical coats during the school’s annual Pledge of
Commitment Ceremony held Jan. 11 at the Koger Center

environment. The room features two gliding rockers, a
microwave, refrigerator and changing table.
For Toubou-Fackche, the Nursing Mother’s Lounge is a
place to escape when she needs to feed her five-month-old son.

into the medical profession and recognizes a physician’s
responsibility for caring for patients.
Hampton Wade Collins III, M.D., a graduate
of the School of Medicine’s inaugural class in 1981,
addressed the Class of 2015 during the ceremony. He
shared stories from his time in medical school and

Former U.S. Surgeon General’s visit highlights
regional AMA-MSS conference at School of Medicine

thing a mother wants to worry about is providing milk for her

More than 90 medical students from around the southeastern United States gathered

child,” Toubou-Fackche said. “The Nursing Mother’s Lounge

at the School of Medicine Jan. 26-27 for the American Medical Association’s (AMA)

makes it easier for new moms like me to provide quality

said. “It represents a great university that you attend and

Medical Student Section Region 4 meeting.

nutrition for our children in the privacy of our own room.”

demonstrates all you have accomplished over the years.”

David Satcher, M.D., Ph.D., the 16th surgeon general of the United States and
director of the Satcher Health Leadership Institute at Morehouse School of Medicine in
Atlanta, was the keynote speaker.
Satcher challenged future physicians to think about issues of leadership and health

“Medical school is a stressful environment, and the last

Healthy Carolina and Richland Community Health Partners
provided grant funding to furnish the lounge.
The School of Medicine’s Nursing Mother’s Lounge is
the seventh lactation room to open at the University of South

policy. He recommended that physicians expand their roles beyond the clinical setting

Carolina. The rooms are provided by Healthy Carolina in

and work to improve the social community around them. As examples, he highlighted

connection with the organization’s lactation support program.

physicians advocating for healthier meals in schools and more grocery stores in

challenged future physicians to hold the profession of
medicine in high regard.
“Wearing your white coat is an honor,” Collins

South Carolina Beta Chapter
of Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical
Society holds spring induction
On March 14, the S.C. Beta Chapter of Alpha Omega Alpha (AΩA) Honor Medical Society
held its 2013 spring induction banquet. With more than 100 attendees, 13 students
from the classes of 2013 and 2014 were inducted into AΩA, along with three resident
physicians, two School of Medicine faculty members and two alumni. John E. Prescott,
M.D., chief academic officer for the Association of American Medical Colleges, was the
AΩA visiting professor and guest speaker for the event. In addition, Michelle L. Tucker,
M.D., was recognized with the AΩA Volunteer Clinical Faculty Award.
Inductees to the S.C. Beta Chapter of Alpha Omega Alpha (AΩA) Honor Medical
Society include:
Class of 2013

Resident Physicians

son, Hampton Wade Collins IV, was among the second-

Andrew F. Barnes

Emily Sadeghi Basaly, M.D.

year medical students receiving his white coat.

Monica Basinger

For Collins, the ceremony had special meaning. His

In addition to donning their white coats, members of

H. Evan Dingle

the Class of 2015 recited a pledge of commitment to the

Jodi Dingle

medical profession. The School of Medicine held its first

Patrick Michael Jackson

Pledge of Commitment Ceremony in 1998.

Lesley Anne Osborn

underserved neighborhoods.
“To eliminate disparities in health, we need leaders who care enough, know enough,
will do enough and are persistent enough,” Satcher said.
One of those future leaders is second-year USC medical student Andrew Vaughan.
He said that the former surgeon general’s lesson in leadership will help pave the way for

Internal Medicine – Palmetto Health
Jeffrey Mullins, M.D.
Emergency Medicine – Palmetto Health
Senthuran Ravindran, M.D.
Medicine/Pediatrics – Greenville Health System

Class of 2014

Faculty

George Boyd Black

Matthew Garber, M.D. – Department of Pediatrics

Catherine Suzanne Davis

Francis S. Nuthalapaty, M.D. – Department of

Asha Rachel De

Obstetrics and Gynecology (GHS)

Nathaniel G. Gray

medical students to become better doctors.
“Dr. Satcher has been a role model for leadership as a physician,” Vaughan said.
“He challenged us to extend our leadership beyond treating patients to think of ways to
improve society. His advice is something every medical student can benefit from.”

Amber M. Ingram

Alumni

Jake Chambliss McMillin

Emilie Ziegler Bartlett, M.D. – Class of 1998

Amanda Ruscin Vartanian

Kenneth M. Rogers, M.D. – Class of 1990

In addition to Satcher’s visit, attendees at the regional AMA conference participated
in policy discussions, an ultrasound workshop and a community service project.
This year marks the first time the USC School of Medicine has hosted an AMA
Medical Student Section Region 4 meeting.
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Dean Hoppmann with medical student Hampton Wade Collins IV
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Graduates take center
stage at School of Medicine
commencement exercises

USC School of Medicine fourthyear student Joe Collins is
surrounded by family as he places
a pin on Columbia, S.C., during
Match Day ceremonies. He will
practice internal medicine at
Palmetto Health Richland Hospital.

Match Day ceremony marks new chapter
in the lives of USC School of Medicine students
For fourth-year medical students at the USC School of Medicine — and thousands of medical students across the
country — Match Day is one of the most anticipated days in their medical careers.
During a March 15 Match Day ceremony inside The Zone at Williams-Brice Stadium, students from the School of
Medicine’s Class of 2013 learned the fate of their future as physicians.
Members of the Class of 2013 came forward one-by-one to open envelopes that revealed their future specialty in
medicine and the location where they will begin residency training.
“Match Day is a milestone event for our medical students and a launching point in their careers,” said Richard
Hoppmann, M.D., dean of the USC School of Medicine. “The Class of 2013 continued a tradition of excellence at the
School of Medicine by matching in exceptional residency programs in South Carolina and throughout the country.”
Nearly half of the students who matched did so in the primary care specialties of family medicine, internal medicine

facultyfocus
Meera Narasimhan, M.D.,

department chair advancing teaching and research. AAAS

the point of care. The study determined that the computer

professor and chair of the

is the world’s largest general scientific society. The

program increased the likelihood that physicians would

Department of Neuropsychiatry

selection of fellows has been an AAAS tradition since 1874.

advise their patient to quit smoking, increased physician
use of the 5 A’s for counseling (ask, advise, assess, assist,

The School of Medicine awarded degrees to more than

and Behavioral Sciences, has

130 new graduates during its spring commencement

been appointed vice dean

R. Caughman Taylor,

arrange), improved physician self-efficacy in counseling

exercises. The ceremony, attended by hundreds of

for innovative health care

M.D., professor and chair of

patients and increased their comfort in providing followup care to patients.

family members and friends of the graduates, took place

technologies. She continues

the Department of Pediatrics

May 10 at the University of South Carolina’s Koger

in her role as chair of

and senior medical director

Center for the Arts.

neuropsychiatry and behavioral sciences, a position she

of Palmetto Health Children’s

Moss Blachman, Ph.D.,
FACEHP, associate dean

has held since 2011. She is a nationally recognized leader

Hospital, has been elected

health and medical editor and former acting director

in the field of health care research with a track record

president of the Columbia

of continuous professional

of the Centers for Disease Control, delivered the

of technology-driven health care initiatives to improve

Medical Society. As president,

development and strategic

commencement address. As a television news

access and affordability while providing quality care.

Richard Besser, M.D., ABC News’ chief

correspondent, he told the crowd that he is in the

he leads the society’s more than 550 member physicians.

affairs, received both the

The organization and its members are committed to

Distinguished Member Award
and Fellowship Award from

business of telling stories and using communication to

Donald Kenney, Ph.D.,

providing quality health care to citizens living in the

improve health. After sharing some of the experiences

director of Student and Career

Columbia metropolitan area. He is a 1983 graduate of the

that shaped his life as a physician, he left School of

Services, has been promoted

USC School of Medicine.

Medicine graduates with this piece of advice.

to assistant dean for student

the Alliance for Continuing
Education in the Health Professions (ACEHP) during the
organization’s annual conference in January. ACEHP’s

affairs. Since joining the school

Lindsie Cone, M.D., has

Distinguished Member Award recognized his involvement

“Don’t be afraid of challenges because you never know

in 1995, he has provided

been promoted to assistant

and major service contributions, while the Fellowship

what doors those challenges will open. And if you can

leadership in the Office of

dean for information

Award acknowledged his outstanding and meritorious

Student and Career Services.

technology and chief

service as well as participation and long-standing
membership with ACEHP.

“Find your passion — whatever it is,” Besser said.

find your passion and follow your dreams, you are going
to be happy no matter how medicine evolves, and you

He has helped to develop the 12-Step Seminar Series

information officer. He is also

are going to make the world a better place.”

for M-I students, initiate the Pledge of Commitment

an associate professor of family

Following the conferring of degrees, Joe Collins,

Ceremony for M-II students and the Saunders Humanism

and preventive medicine and

Imran Iftikhar, M.D.,

Honor Society for M-IV students. On a national level,

serves as director of Palmetto

assistant professor of clinical

and pediatrics. Additionally, more than two thirds matched in primary care, emergency medicine, psychiatry or OB/GYN,

M.D., graduate of the class of 2013, delivered the

which are all underrepresented in South Carolina.

graduating class response. In an emotion-filled speech

he has served in numerous elected positions in the

Health Richland Hospital’s Undersea and Hyperbaric

that thanked loved ones for their support and faculty and

Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) Group

Medicine program. Since 2004, he has led the School

published in the April issue

staff for their guidance, he paid tribute to the graduates

on Student Affairs, chaired the AAMC Southern Regional

of Medicine’s Office of Information Technology. He was

of the Annals of the American

of 2013, dubbing them “The Class of Awesome.”

Group on Student Affairs and currently is as an at-large

project director of the implementation of the Cerner

Thoracic Society and featured

member of the Steering Committee of the Southern

electronic health record system at University Specialty

in the society’s monthly news

Regional Group on Student Affairs.

Clinics in 2012.

USC medical student Joe Collins matched in internal medicine at Palmetto Health Richland Hospital in Columbia —
his first choice. For him, the decision to enter internal medicine is personal.
“I lost my father to cancer in 2000,” Collins said. “I want to be an oncologist and must train in internal medicine first.”
To Collins’ benefit, the internal medicine residency training program at USC School of Medicine/Palmetto Health was a
perfect fit for his future medical interests. A father of three children, he is ready to start the next chapter in his medical career.
“Match Day surpassed my expectations,” Collins said. “I was excited to have my family here and share in this
experience with all of my classmates.”
Daniel Hindman, a fellow member of the Class of 2013, also plans to enter primary care medicine. He matched
at Johns Hopkins Medicine’s internal medicine-pediatric residency program.
“I have a heart to serve the community and my residency match is a great fit,”
Hindman said.
Match Day is celebrated by graduating medical students throughout the country

Collins said his classmates must be ready to meet
the challenges that medicine provides. “We are part

with residency-training programs in teaching hospitals across the United States.

Mitzi Nagarkatti, Ph.D.,

Scott Strayer, M.D., MPH,

airway pressure (CPAP) improves insulin resistance

filled with altruism. We have a hunger to

professor and chair of the

professor in the Department

in patients with sleep apnea without diabetes. “Insulin

make a difference in the lives of our patients.

Department of Pathology,

of Family and Preventive

resistance is a known risk factor for diabetes and

That can never change. If we are to, once

Microbiology and Immunology,

Medicine, was published in

cardiovascular disease, and obstructive sleep apnea has

again, live up to our name, we have to be

was selected as a fellow of

the March issue of the Journal

also been linked with cardiovascular disease,” Iftikhar

awesome in our new profession.”

the American Association for

of the American Board of

said. “Showing an independent link between obstructive

Among the graduates were 85

the Advancement of Science

Family Medicine. His research

sleep apnea and insulin resistance provides yet another

students receiving doctor of medicine

(AAAS). She was recognized

involved the creation of a

connection between obstructive sleep apnea and adverse

who learn simultaneously where they will complete their residency training. The National
Resident Matching Program uses a computer algorithm to match student preferences

bulletin. A sleep medicine
specialist, his research found that continuous positive

of a generation of physicians that will usher in a new
health care system,” he said. “Today, our hearts are

internal medicine, was

degrees, two students receiving doctor

for distinguished contributions to the field of regulation

handheld computer software tool for physicians to use

of philosophy degrees and 45 students

of inflammation and for administrative leadership as

in providing smoking cessation counseling to patients at

health outcomes.”

receiving master’s degrees.
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Richard Besser, M.D.
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Medical school mom
has a special place in
her heart for students

catching up with
Glenda Marsh
The Christmas cards arrive every
December. The Mother’s Day cards
come in May.
The return address is often that of a graduate of the USC School of Medicine. Though
it’s been years since she last saw many of
them, Glenda Marsh is always moved in
knowing that her former students remember
her like family.
For 20 years, Marsh was the motherly
figure that hundreds of School of Medicine
students turned to in their times of celebration and need. With a warm smile and a
candy dish on her desk, students would find
her Building One office a refuge from the
challenges of medical school.
As student services program coordinator, Marsh was responsible for planning
many of the School of Medicine’s signature
events including the Pledge of Commitment
Ceremony, Match Day, Senior Banquet and
commencement. Her attention to detail
made every event look easy, and her calming
demeanor was always welcomed.
“The job gave me satisfaction and a purpose for going to work every day,” Marsh
said. “It was more than an 8 to 5 job. It was
being there to help people.”

The bond Marsh shared with students
would get started at freshman orientation
and continue beyond graduation. To her,
these aspiring young doctors were like children, and she thanked God for blessing her
with more than 200 students every year.
To watch these students mature into medical professionals and become accomplished
physicians brought her incredible happiness.
“I’m so proud of them,” Marsh said.
“They will never know how they fulfilled my life. The joy they brought me was
remarkable.”
Marsh retired from the School of
Medicine in 2006. A week later she went to
work for one of her former students, Lee
Carson, M.D., Ph.D., a 1998 graduate of
the School of Medicine. Carson was opening her own dermatology practice in northeast Columbia and offered Marsh a position.
The job, which Marsh continues working on a part-time basis, provides her flexibility and the means to support her
retirement travels. In recent years, she and
her husband, Haskell, have traveled the
United States and Canada visiting places
like Alaska, Yellowstone National Park
and Niagara Falls. When not on the road,

the couple stays busy volunteering at their
church.
The reminders of Marsh’s 20-year tenure at the School of Medicine are evident
throughout her Kershaw County home. A
jewelry box engraved with the phrase “the
best med school mom” rests on her bedroom
dresser. In her living room, she displays the
School of Medicine Dean’s Distinguished
Service Award medal she received in 2002.
Her china cabinet and entertainment center include gifts students brought her from
overseas rotations.
These small tokens of appreciation keep
Marsh’s memories fresh of the hundreds of
medical students she adopted as her own.
“It means the world to me that I helped
in a small way to get dreams fulfilled and
assist in their medical education,” Marsh
said. “The students did more for me than I
could have ever done for them.”
This December, like every year, Marsh
will open her mailbox to find Christmas
cards from former students. And the pride
that fills her heart is something this medical
school mom will cherish forever.

alumninews
Calendar of Events
SECOND WORLD CONGRESS ON
ULTRASOUND IN MEDICAL EDUCATION
Sept. 27–29, 2013
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center
www.wcume.org

MINI-MED SCHOOL
Oct. 1, 8, 15 and 22
Medical School VA Campus
Bldg. 3, M-II Classroom
S.C. Rep. Robert L. Ridg
ewa y, cent er, met with
School of Medicine facu
the Univ ersi ty of Sou th
lty and students during
Carolina’s annual Caro
lina Day at the Stat e Hou
se held Feb. 6.

School of Medicine alumnus
elected to S.C. General Assembly
Robert L. Ridgeway III, M.D., a 1988 graduate of the School of Medicine, is serving the citizens of
South Carolina as a member of the House of Representatives. An OB/GYN physician living and practicing
in Manning, Dr. Ridgeway represents House District 64, which includes Clarendon and Sumter counties.
He is a first-term representative and believed to be the first School of Medicine graduate to serve the state

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD MEETING
Friday, Nov. 15

in the General Assembly.

J. O’Neal Humphries, M.D., Board Room
Bldg. 3, 2nd floor, VA Campus

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE TAILGATE
Univ. of South Carolina vs. Univ. of Florida

Saturday, Nov. 16

School of Medicine scrub cap
available to alumni with gift
Thanks to a generous donation from
School of Medicine alumnus Jim Chow,
M.D., ’85, the School of Medicine

Three hours prior to kickoff

is offering specially designed scrub

ETV, 1101 George Rogers Blvd.

caps to any graduate who makes a

Register by contacting Debbie Truluck at 803-216-3303

cumulative donation of $1,000 or more

or debbie.truluck@uscmed.sc.edu

designated to the School of Medicine
between July 1, 2013, and June 30,
2014. Make your donation today by
calling (803) 216-3317 or online
at https://giving.sc.edu/givenow.
aspx. If giving online, at the second
question, specify the School of
Medicine-Columbia as your area
of support. The School of Medicine
is grateful for alumni support.
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alumniawards 2013
DISTINGUISHED PHYSICIAN ALUMNI AWARD

HUMANITARIAN ALUMNI AWARD

DISTINGUISHED MASTER’S ALUMNI AWARD

Kenneth M. Rogers, M.D.,

James P. Watson, MBS,

Carol L. McMahon,

M.S.H.S, Class of ’90, is

of ’98, is an associate medical

Class of ’03, is the associate

M.D., is the assistant

professor of clinical psychiatry

director of the emergency

headmaster for Athens

dean for minority affairs

and chair of the Department

department at Lexington

Academy in Athens, Ga. He is

and assistant professor

of Psychiatry and Behavioral

Medical Center in West

responsible for oversight of daily

in the Department of

Science at the USC School

Columbia, S.C, and associate

operations of the 950-student

Pathology, Microbiology

of Medicine-Greenville. He

professor of clinical surgery at

co-educational day school,

and Immunology at the

previously was director of

the USC School of Medicine.

which ranges from three-year-

In addition, he volunteers as medical director of the Free

old kindergarten through 12th grade. During his tenure

School of Medicine. She joined the medical school’s

the University of Maryland and director of mental health

Medical Clinic in Columbia, a position he has held since

at Athens Academy, he has worked with the University of

faculty in 1994. Two years later, she was appointed the

evaluation services for the Circuit Court of Baltimore.

2002. A humanitarian in every sense of the word, he gives

Georgia to establish an internship program, Young Dawgs,

school’s first and only assistant dean of minority affairs.

A committed clinician, accomplished researcher and

of his time helping to ensure that those who cannot afford

which affords high school-aged students throughout

Her dedication and commitment to recruiting minority

outstanding educator, he has served the mental health

medical service get the care they need. He also organizes

northeast Georgia the opportunity to work in research labs

students is reflected in the dozens of underrepresented

needs of underserved populations throughout his career.

fundraisers for the clinic and recruits physician colleagues

with top researchers. Active in his community, he has been

minority physicians who have graduated from the school

His clinical work and research have focused on the need for

to volunteer their time and services. His demonstration of

recognized by the Rotary Club of Oconee County with the

and continue practicing medicine in South Carolina. In

mental health services in juvenile justice. He has lectured

selfless service to improve the health status of those less

Lee Arrendale Award for Vocational Excellence and Rotarian

addition to recruiting, she has led fundraising efforts

widely on issues of spirituality and mental health, and cross

fortunate in the Midlands has earned him much admiration

of the Year award. In addition, he was named one of the 40

to secure scholarship money for minority students and

cultural and school matters.

and respect in the community.

under 40 in Athens. Prior to joining Athens Academy, he was

regularly counsels current students. She is a graduate

a biology teacher at Hammond School in Columbia, S.C.

of Harvard University and obtained her medical degree

DISTINGUISHED DOCTORATE ALUMNI AWARD

from Howard University College of Medicine. She

Misty D. Smith, Ph.D.,

DISTINGUISHED MASTER’S IN

William R. Jennings, M.D.,

Class of ’01, is a behavioral

GENETIC COUNSELING AWARD

Class of ’03, is the system

pharmacologist and senior

Campbell K. Brasington,

vice president and medical

investigator in the National

MS, CGC, Class of ’88, is

informatics officer for Palmetto

Institutes of Health-sponsored

the senior genetic counselor at

Health and a board-certified

Anticonvulsant Drug

Levine Children’s Hospital at

emergency medicine physician

Development (ADD) Program

Carolinas Medical Center in

at Palmetto Health Richland

at the University of Utah. She

Charlotte, N.C., having served

PHYSICIAN ALUMNI AWARD

Hospital. He also is an clinical

there for more than 24 years.

is responsible for the management of the comorbidities

CLASS OF 1982
n

completed an internship in obstetrics and gynecology

n

n

n

 . David Stone, M.D. (allergy/immunology), was elected to the USC School of
H
Medicine Alumni Board at the full membership meeting Oct. 5.

CLASS OF 1993
n

To nominate deserving alumni for an Alumni

nominated for Honorary Lifetime Membership award.

 indy Mills Snell, M.D. (ophthalmology) — “A special thank you to those who’ve
C
reached out to us following our beloved Bruce’s unexpected death in September 2012.
Your prayers, thoughts and touches have meant so much and reconnecting with old
friends continues to be a great blessing.”

CLASS OF 1992

followed by a residency in anatomic and clinical

nominations/award10.asp. Non-alumni can be

 ary Elizabeth Christian, M.D. (surgery), serves on the Louisiana Development
M
Disabilities Council and the Board of Louisiana Behavior Analysts Association. She is
active in autism advocacy legislation, triathlons and running races.

CLASS OF 1991

pathology, both at Howard University Hospital.

Award, visit http://alumni.med.sc.edu/

 aul Rush, M.D. (orthopaedic surgery), was elected to the USC School of Medicine
P
Alumni Board at the full membership meeting Oct. 5.

CLASS OF 1988

University of South Carolina

child and adolescent psychiatry residency training at

DISTINGUISHED YOUNG

J oseph DeStefano, M.D. (internal medicine), is currently working for Eagle Hospital
Physicians in Georgetown, S.C., where he is a regional medical director. He was previously in Easley, S.C. While living in the Upstate, he is responsible for programs in
Georgetown, Murrells Inlet, Little River and Loris, S.C., and a large program in Tyler,
Texas.

CLASS OF 1995
n

 llison Aitchison, MGC (genetic counseling), was elected to the USC School of
A
Medicine Alumni Board at the full membership meeting Oct. 5.

n

 aul Aitchison, M.D. (musculoskeletal radiology), was elected to the USC School of
P
Medicine Alumni Board at the full membership meeting Oct. 5.

Described by her peers as an

assistant professor in the Department of Internal Medicine at

core of the program. She is recognized for her substantial

the USC School of Medicine. An expert in the field of health

contributions to the ADD Program including recent efforts

outstanding mentor and passionate counselor, she has

information technology, he is completing a master’s degree

to explore the antinociceptive potential of anticonvulsant

taken special interest in individuals with Down syndrome.

in biomedical informatics from Oregon Health and Science

drugs. A recipient of multiple awards from the Epilepsy

She participates in Down syndrome activities and issues at

University. He has served the S.C. College of Emergency

Foundation and the American Epilepsy Society, she has

the local and national levels, including the National Down

Physicians in many capacities and is the organization’s

spoken nationally and internationally on anticonvulsant

Syndrome Congress and Down Syndrome Association of

immediate past-president.

drug development. She serves as an executive committee

Greater Charlotte. As an author of numerous publications,

member for the Neuropharmacology Division of the

she often discusses the genetic counseling profession’s

American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental

relationship with the disability community. Several of her

Therapeutics.

recent papers have recommended practice guidelines for
communicating a prenatal or postnatal diagnosis of Down
syndrome to families.
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HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP AWARD

M. Todd Crump, M.D., Class

CLASS OF 1998
n

 ob Underwood, M.D. (emergency medicine), was accepted to Dartmouth College in
B
the Master of Health Care Delivery Science program. He describes the program as a
unique curriculum that Dartmouth developed independently between the Tuck School
of Business and the Dartmouth Institute for Health Care Policy.

n

 avid Amrol, M.D. (allergy/immunology), was elected to the USC School of Medicine
D
Alumni Board at the full membership meeting Oct. 5.
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CLASS OF 2003
n

 inay Nagaraj, M.D. (psychiatry) — “After completing my addicV
tions fellowship, my wife and I moved to Baltimore where I worked
at Sheppard Pratt Hospital for three years while she was completing
her fellowship in hematology/oncology. We moved back to Georgia
in September 2012 and are representing the Gamecocks strong in
Athens, Ga.”

CLASS NOTES: We want to hear from you! Send your updates to the
Alumni Office. Debbie Truluck 803-216-3303, debbie.truluck@uscmed.
sc.edu, or online at alumni.med.sc.edu

classreunions

CLASS OF 2006

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE ALUMNI CLASS REUNIONS

n

CLASS OF 2004

 ndrew Delmas, M.D. (hematology/oncology), and Emily Delmas,
A
M.D. (trauma/critical care surgeon), moved to El Paso, Texas, in July
2012. Andrew is stationed as staff hematologist/oncologist at William
Beaumont Army Medical Center following completion of a fellowship at Walter Reed National Military Center in Bethesda, Md. In
addition, he works as a battalion surgeon for a deployed infantry unit
in Afghanistan. Emily completed her critical care fellowship at Johns
Hopkins in July 2012. She works at Texas Tech University Medical
Center as a trauma/critical care surgeon.

 eather Evans-Anderson, Ph.D. (biomedical science), was elected
H
to the USC School of Medicine Alumni Board at the full membership
meeting Oct. 5.
CLASS OF 2007
n Daniel Teague, M.D. (pathology), is finishing his fellowship in dermatopathology at Wake Forest Baptist Hospital in June. He also comn Mary Siefert Zander, Ph.D. (biomedical science) — “My husband
pleted a surgical pathology fellowship at the Medical University of
and I welcomed our second child, Grace Noel Zander, to our family
South Carolina last year. He and his family (five children) will move
Nov. 8, 2011. I also received a promotion to manager of medical writto Savannah, Ga., this summer where he will begin work for Chatham
ing at INC Research in June 2012.”
Pathology Associates.
n

The School of Medicine welcomed alumni from across the country to Columbia to celebrate their class reunions on March 9. Class years taking part in the event
included 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003 and 2008. The graduating classes raised $31,750 to support the School of Medicine Alumni Scholarship Fund.
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CLASS OF 2008
n

 arissa King Wilson,
K
M.D. (family medicine) —
“I married Jeremy Wilson,
one of my residency classmates, in October 2010. We
are now living in Augusta,
Ga., and we both work at
Christ Community Health
Services in family practice.”

Grace Noel and Lorena Joy Zander

Harikrashna B. Bhatt, M.D. (endocrinology, diabetes and metabolism) joined the Division of Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolism
at Brown University. He was recently honored with the Warren Alpert
Medical School of Brown University Dean’s Excellence in Teaching
Award. At Brown, he serves as director of the diabetes program within
the Division of Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolism. He and his
wife have a three-year-old son, Mayur, and reside in Massachusetts.

CLASS OF 2010
n

 ill Bynum, M.D., (family medicine) was awarded the AAFP Bristol
W
Myers Squibb Excellence in Graduate Medical Education Award
in October 2012. He was presented with the award at the AAFP
Scientific Assembly in Philadelphia. In addition, he was also recently
elected chair-elect of the Organization of Resident Representatives
of the Association of American Medical Colleges in his second year
as a member of that group. He said, “I give so much of the credit for
these awesome opportunities and recognitions to the USC School of
Medicine and want to make sure everyone at the school and greater
community knows it.”

1C
 lass of 1983 (left to right) — Susan Luberoff, Mike Harris, Bill Moore, Jack Murbach, Ben Levinson,
Mickey Beaver, Pixie Thomas and Caughman Taylor
2 Class of 1988 (left to right) — Tommie Mack Granger, Stephanie Woollen, Keeb Rogers, Mary Elizabeth
Christian, Steven Corso, Katy Close, Eric Horst, Dorothy Kendall, Lee Richards, Jerry Limoge and Randy
Graham
3C
 lass of 1993 (left to right) — Todd Rasner, Scott McNair, Joesph DeStefano Jr., Victor Mandanas, Tom
Giudice, Lisa Bishara, Aubrey Bryant, Maja Osterman, Timothy Halenkamp, Stephanie Sullivan and
Robert Sullivan
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4C
 lass of 1998 (left to right) — Front: Samy Iskandar, Chad Millwood, Ashley Clark, Kerry Sease,
Jennifer Amrol and Bob Underwood. Back: Lee Carson, Sonya Head, Tisha Boston, Lauren Painter,
Leigh Bartlett, Christy Wagner, Brad Painter, Chris Ewart, David Amrol, Evan Lee, Mark Grabarczyk,
Will Harman and Franklin Sease
5C
 lass of 2003 (left to right) — Front: Brandi Newsome, Tripp Jennings, Stacy Graham, Greg Fleming,
Bruce Johnson, Julia Saylors and Kimi Thoma. Back: Vinay Nagaraj, Cedric Rivers, Beth Grattan,
Brian Robbins, Brian Naylor, Brion Randolph, Matt Thoma and Chris Hornsby; Attended but not shown:
Elizabeth Mack, Jason Hawn, Brad Lindsey, Sara Lindsey and Ben McIntyre
6C
 lass of 2008 (left to right) — Courtney Brooks, Lindsay Coleman, Kim Kinard, Kevin Budman; Attended
but not shown: Jon Macon
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An unforgettable
evening of food, fun
and entertainment at
701 Whaley

2013 black tie/

white coat gala

One of the School of Medicine’s signature events, the annual Black Tie/White Coat Gala, attracted more than 400 friends
and supporters this year. Held March 8 at 701 Whaley in Columbia, the gala raised more than $64,000 in support of the Free
Medical Clinic and the Alumni Scholarship Fund. Thanks to the generosity of donors past and present, this year’s gala eclipsed
the $500,000 milestone in funds raised through the event’s 12 years.
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1 	2013 Alumni Award winners (left to right): Kenneth M. Rogers, M.D., ’90, Carol
L. McMahon, M.D., Misty D. Smith, Ph.D., ’01, James P. Watson, MBS, ’03, M.
Todd Crump, M.D., ’98, Campbell Brasington, MS, CGC, ’88, Elizabeth Mack,
M.D., ’03 accepting for Tripp Jennings, M.D., ’03, and Dean Richard Hoppmann.
2 	Students take to the mic during the gala.
3 	Patricia Moore-Pastides, Barbara Willm, USC President Harris Pastides and
Janice Edwards
4
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5

4 	School of Medicine first-year students Tyler Stoltz, Ije Okereke, Anietra Bailey,
Sarah Fredrich, Kristina Dukes, Erin Funderburke, Sowjanya Kadali and
Mohammed Saleem

5 	Cocky made a special appearance at the gala (shown here with Franklin Sease,
’98, and David Amrol, ’98).
6 	Medical students entertained the crowd with a dance rendition of the popular
song Gangnam Style.
7 	Radha and Meera Narasimhan
8 	Fourth-year medical students Lauren Shull, Erica Lawlor, Kelton Wigington,
Ashlee Justice and Katie Langley
9 	Jim Chow, M.D., ’85, and wife, Jean, with Heather and John DeWitt, ’84
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A 2013: Year of Ultrasound Event
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center
Columbia, South Carolina, USA
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Brought to you by the Society of Ultrasound in Medical Education and WINFOCUS
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